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To the Public in general, 


But eſpecially, the SUBSCRIBERS to 


Pierſon's Poems. 
T is moſt humbly, and earneſtly defired, 


as a very particular favour, (in defence 


of ſeveral injured CharaQters;) that all ſuch 


perſons, who do not chooſe to give Pierſon” 3 
Poems their juſt due (by the ordeal trial 5) 


but would wiſh to have them bound up for 


further reading : that they would condeſcend 


to have the following Remarks bound up along 


with them, ſo that the perſons injured (or 
their Offspring,) may be clear of the aſper- 
fions, which might otherwiſe be thrown on 


4 


them in future, from his vile publication. 
J am the Publics, 


moſt obedient, ; 


and very humble Servant, 
AMCbs. 
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NHARITY is the darling attribute of 
Heaven, and when properly applied be» 
comes a god-like action. Philanthropy and 
munificence therefore claim more encomiums, 
than it 1s in the power of tongue to expreſs, 
or pen defcribe ; and even where benefi- 
cence falls on ungrateful objects, the donors 
are not in the leaft to blame. Such are the 
worthy gentlemen who out of “ charity” have 
(previous to publication) ſubſcribed to a book, 
which p'oyes to be one of the moſt paltry, 
bafe, nonſenſical, and raſgally pieces of lite- 
rature, that ever perhaps was alhered into the 
world fince the creation. The ſubſcribers have 
ſhewn great humanity in charitably afſifing 
ſuch a pitiful object as the author, but at the 
ſame time I doubt not, but they all in genera] 
have good fenſe enough, ta diſcern the glaring 
Pattery on the one hand; and the moſt virulent 
_ abuſe on the other, The former falls princi- 
pally on the generous and munificent gentle- 
men of Stockton, who are the principal ſub- 
| ſerjbers, and the latter on the gentlemen of 
ods SE a  / 
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Stokeſley, who it appears have not ſ abſcribed 
fo liberally ; (the latter being the place of our 


author's birth, and the former of his a 


but had the gentlemen of Stockton, been as wel 
acquainted with our author's abilities, life, 
and actions, as the gentlemen of Stokeſley ; they 
would in all probability have fallen in the 
fame predicament with the latter, and very 
likely have ſhared the ſame fate. 


Now in order to give ſome account of this 
wonderful production, I ſhall in the firſt place 


ive the title of the book, viz. MISCEL- 
ANIES on Various Subjects, containing a 


TRAGEDY, founded on a Fact, which hap- 
pened upon Good-Friday, | in the Year 176233 
a POEM on the late PEACE. In Two 


Parts. A POEM in Praiſe of STOCKTON, 
with other ſmaller Pieces. By the Author of 
ROSEBERRY-TOPPIN, (And. below that 


he quotes from Terence) 


Si quiſquam eſt, qui placere,ſe ſtudeat bonis 
Quam plurimis, et minime multos lædere; 
In his poeta hic nomen profitelur ſuum. 


And then in the next page, which is addreſſed 
to the Mayor, &c. of Stockton, he has pub- 


 bickly ſigned his name 7 Pomas Pierſon. 


The ſtory on which the play is founded, 
and which he wy 3 for the plot, is 


. briefly 
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briefly as fallows. Near the Manor of Ingleby 
lived a farmer, who our poet calls Sy{veſter ; 


this farmer had a ſon and daughter unmarried, 


who he calls Corius and Myrtilla. Corius ſeems 
averſe to marriage, but Myrtilla has add reſſes 
paid her by one named Armiger, 4 young gen- 
tleman of fortune; but whoſe addreſſes, on ac- 
count of bis ſuperior rank, and a ſuſpicion of 
diſhonourable terms, are diſagreeable to her 


brother. At this time one named by our author 
Carlos, who had married another daughter of 


Sylvefler's, and in poor circumſlances, wiſhing 
for more of Sylveſter's property, recommends 


one Propertius a friend of his, as a ſuitor to the 
fair Mrtilla, but who the virtuous maid diſ- 


dainfully rejects, as being a friend of the vile 
Carlos her brother in law; this not ſucceeding, 
Carlos determines on poifoning the family, in 
order to come readier at the deſired {poil. As 


ſuch, the next day being Good-Friday, (on 
which he knew the family uſually dined on pep 
and butter,) he took opportunity while all the 


family (except the maid named Clelia were at 
church, to put poiſon among the meal; and 
though the maid ſaw him buſy with it, yet ſhe 
did not ſuſpect that, but thought he was only 


taking a little for the ſupport of his needy fa- 


mily at home, and as ſuch made cakes of it for 
the family's dinner; and by eating which, Sylveſ- 


ter, Corius, Myrtilla, Clelia, and one named Lucas, 


were all poiſoned ; the firſt three languiſhing 
for ſometime, died, but Clelia and Lucas re- 
"WS: covered; 
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covered; this alarming the country, a ftrit 
ſearch was made for the perpetrator of this 
horrid crime, when after ſometime, Carlos was 

apprehended, and by the evidence of the maid 
Cieia (who ſurvived) was found guilty. No- 
thing elſe material occurs during the play, 
but a love affair (with which it opens,) be- 
tween a ſhepherd named Sylvius, and the maid 
Clelia ; and the conſummation of whoſe nup- 
tials, appears to be agteed upon after her le- 
covery from the poiſon. The abſurdity, in- 
coherence, and inconeruity of this piece, will 


e from the follow ing remarks. 


ift, In the diction of a play, we are to ob- 
ſerve the characters of thoſe who ſpeak, and 
give them language accordingly ; for “ we 
are not to give the words of a wiſe matron, 
« to a buſy nurſe or ſervant maid;” though this 
our author has done to Clelia, in a very con- 
ſpicuous manner, all thro' the piece; and in 
her ſoliloquy at the beginning of the 4th 5 
he has intended her to vie with a Hamlet, or 
Cato; this ſpeech he has ſtiled © Celia Plus, 
till ſome perſon has remarked to him, that the 
was of the feminine gender, as may be ſeen 
by the alteration he has made in the errata. 
In her firſt ſpeech in the 21ſt page, he has 
indeed made her to appear a little more in 
cbarecter, but then it is by his bad grammar; 2 
vis. 1 follows,“ & o. 


2d. In 


"9 2 

2d. In the 2 of a play, © we are 
c got to give the words of a philoſopher, to a 
© country clown or ſhepherd ;” but on the con- 


trary, our poet in page 14th, makes yon to 
read over 


ec Hilo or pl, or philoſophic page” 


with a grace that would have done honour to 
a Cambden, a Shakeſpear, or a Neroton. ; 
zd. We are by the ſame rule, not to give 
the words of a gentleman, to the laborious 
huſbandman ; but on the contrary, our author 
calls Sylveſter 3 in his Dramatis Perſonæ, the old 
gentleman, and {till gives him the language of 
an Iriſh farmer; for at the bottom of page 84 


; Hlveſter begins, 


e I've heard my grandſire ſay (ad! he was told 

© That many ages did the ſame before) 

He never taſted Food upon Good-Friday 

5c Till after Euchariſt, then 'twas wwheaten-cake. 

* This cuſtom ſhall not fail. I'll warn the maid 

& To knead ſome flour, and bake it againſt 
* noon.” | 


So Paddy, to keep up the cuſtom of not eating 
food upon Good-Friday, would eat wheaten cake, 
as though it was not food; but if wheaten cake 
is not food, I ſhould be glad to know, what 
Paddy would call it? LW 
| 4th. Ag 


1 jo 3 


| 4th. As the other perſons of the drama 


come under the ſame predicament, I ſhall omit 


them, as any judicious reader will ſoon diſ- 


cover this impropriety, which was a part of 
the cauſe of that damn-—n it met with when 


performed at Stokeſley, and which the author 
ſeems never to have forgot nor forgiven. . 


I ſhall now remark, that in the two-or three 
hours an hiſtorical play 1s performing ; we are 


to underſtand the years, months, or days that 


the ſcene was in action, which is the ſubject 
matter of the play. In this point our author 
ſhines forth remarkably, for in the laſt ſpeech 
but one of Sylveſter” s, in 115 ſt act, page 3 3, 
he lays, 


« See! in my garden where the flowers bloom 5 
« I fancy a noſegay on Good- Friday eve 


Is ſomething rare in this cold northern clime.” 


Now as Sylveſter, his ſon, and daughter were 
all poiſoned the next day, where does our au- 


thor find time after the eve of Good- Friday, for 


the ſuit of Propertius to Myrtilla? as in the 


2d act from page 40 to 45: If it was on that 
night, when then was that of Armiger to Myr- 
tilla, with the different interviews of Sylveſter 


and Clelia ? from page 48 to the end of the 
2d act; eſpecially as the 3d act ſeems to en- 
bage the whole of Good Friday s eve. If 


theſe 


„ 


Ci) 


theſe various addreſſes at other different times 
to Myrtilla, and the altercation with different 
parts 'of the family, are all to be conſidered 
on that night ;- of ſuch a night's work, I may 
juſtly ſay, I never heard before. 


However the 4th and 5th acts employ all 
the next day, viz. Good-Friday, which ſhew 
a ſcene of horror; as all the family ſeem to 
have been as ſtrongly convulſed, as our poet's 


brains have been, when he has hammered out 


of them this very wonderful production. Had 
he ended where he firſt — > 


[whiftle” 


a No more I'll ſing, Pll ceaſe to talk or 


the ſubſcribers had been clear of his hab. 


he of their cenfure, and the world of his 
ſhame. 


The author 8 POEM on the late PEACE, . 


| begins 


* alarms 


b « Peace, and the men I praife, who war's 
„„ Haye quelld, ſub du d che luſtful rage of 


& arms, 
And 


a See page It, line 1. 
b— in 83 


And wes he goes on, firſt oralfing, fub/duing, 
and ny friends 00 285 - -: 

[ Pole, 4 
I The Auſtrian, Ruſſian, Pruſſian, and the 


Does he here mean the Polander, or people at the 
Pole (if any there be)? If the laſt, he makes a 
combination with both the known, and: unknown. 
parts of the world; for I never yet heard of 
"ay being at the Pole. 
He then! imports, 4 from Japan Iianen fine,” 
but as J apprehend he means linen fine, we nay 
' ſuppoſe, that he has introduced this from his 
obſolete mode of ſpelling: 


He then deſcribes many parts of the 0 dd 
in a very wonderful manner, and in the 2d 
part he calls an aſſembly of the Gods and 
Goddeſſes, and petitions for many bleſſings to 
be beſtowed upon this Iſle ; they condeſcend 
to grant the petition, and after various gifts 
are bete we —he adds WR 


WIL Laſt Proſerpine, rich Pluto's wife begins, 
EIU find ven N money to buy pins;“ 
Which 


c 


e See page 147, line 100. 


8 t 
„ e — 163. 


Cy) 

Which compliment to the Queen of Fngland, 
in engaging old Pluto's wife to buy pins for 
her, is ſuch, as will undoubtedly lay an ever- 
laſting obligation on all her beloved ſubj ects. 


He then deſcribes (a Peace in) civil f broils at 
home, but after matters are amicably ſettled, 
he fays, 64; . 


g“ Let the fair Lilly with the roſe entwine,“ 


Can we ſuppoſe he means Lilly the aſtrologer, 
or Lilly the grammarian, or he means Li the 
flower, which he has here again introduced 
according to his obſolete al, of ſpelling ; 
if ſo, many ſuch like ſpecimens might be 
quoted, but it does not fignity troubling the 
reader, with more of the blunders which may 
be found in his wonderful tautological poem 
on peace. | 


His next piece is in PRAISE of STOCK- 
TON,“ but as the principal of its worthy 
inhabitants, will readily find it to be moſtly a 
artial piece of flattery, I ſhall tay little about 
it; they undoubtedly, are capable of judging 
of it according to its merit; but they will 
find this * poem in praiſe of Stockton,” to 
be a poem in praiſe of many other places, as 
well as of Stockton; eſpecially of thoſe, where 
many ſubſcribers to _ author's book reſide ; 
but 


f See page 173, line 253. 
8 — 180, — 429. 
— 187, 


14) 


but alas! poor * Yarm falls ſhort in this reſpect, 
and is therefore inſulted with what the hand 


of Providence bath ſometimes afflicted it with; 
but how baſe and uncharitable will this appear, 
to the man pollefied of ſympathy, tenderneſs 
and humanity. | 


His next poems, are paltry 1 imitations of the 
poetical defcriptions of the Twelve Months, 
frequently given below the pictures fold in 
print-ſhops repreſerting them; and which he 
has embelliſhed by Scraps taken from old 


Moore's and poor Robin's almanacks, &c. Va- 


rious quotations might be made to elucidate 
theſe poems, ſuch as 


| bes The mellow fruits, the dam ſen plum,” 


but as I have given different ſpecimens of his 
methods befoie, it will be needleſs to trouble 
the reader with more quota ions of this kind 
now.--I {hall therefore pals on to his i“ WON- 
DERFUL FORTUNE-TELLER,” which 
will appear to every reader, to be equally as 
wonderful as the perſon he detcribes ; and who 
J think, can be no other but bimielf for 


[right, 

* When in diſcourſe he reaſons ſtrong and 
* A poet known, deep vers'd in ſtudious 
[ rhyme,” 


when he is deſcribing him, he ſays 


Now 


= WG 4 5 
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Page 193, line 11, |- i Page 112 
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Now as our author is known to be ſo deeply 
verſed in ſtudious rhyme, and fo confident (in 
his poem ſtiled the“ Cenſor,) that his book 
would be damned; he can be no other than 
the very wonderful fortune-teller he has been 
deſcribing, for no perſon ever told his own 
fortune more truly. 


His next piece is ſtiled 14 The HAPPY 
PAIR,” which like the reſt, is full of inco- 


| herent matter; as is alſo. mis The WIFE of 


KIRBY-MISPER TON.” ---His poem called 
n** The GENTLEMAN? is a bare faced piece 
of flattery, and o The DISTRESSED FO- 

REIGNER” is ſomething like to Robinſon. | 


Cruſoe. 


pee The CYNIC PHILOSOPHER” is meant 


for an affront on ſome perſon at q“ Clowton 


in the Clay,“ and had our author lived there; 
the deſcription would have anſwered identically 
to himf elf. 


r 7 The HYPOCRITE, „ ſ-ems to be as 


s 6c devout” as our poet, and very much like 


him in his . manners.---In his piece tiled 


te⸗ The MONITOR,” he makes the time to 


move 
* Page 238. p Pape 230. 
1 — 222. q — ibid, line 1. 
m 225. „ 232. 
n — 227, s — ibid, line 7. 
Q — 228. F 1 233. 
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move u flowly at twelve, '--W* at one and 
paſt, more ſwift,” and when xe the ſilent hour 
of two is paſt, more quickly” ſtill; and as at 
three, y“ an angel form appears!“ who, (as 

he ſays * A woman ſtill I hope,”) was proba- 
bly bis Wife ;---for ſhe ſays 


2 Some ſpirit leads me hither ; 
For you my love with ardour burns, 
18 We'll ave and die together.” 


And ſo on account of this happy meeting, it 
appears, that his “ faithful monitor the clock“ 


has had an accelarated motion from twelve, till 


ear that happy moment. 


His next piece is called a« The DELUGE, 
which has certainly ſwept away moſt of his 
brains ; for by the following pieces, (which 
I Mall deſcribe,) he never ſeems to have been 
in his right ſenſes after. 


The firſt which follows he calls b. The 


SMUGGLER,” who inſt-ad of reclaiming by 


good advice, he has abuſed by ſcurrilous lan- 
guage ; but as thieves who agree beſt, ) are 
generally railing at, one another ; fo, probably 
our author (who it ſeems is a & Cerberus in the 
Cuſtom-houſe,) has done this to blind his 
maſters, that he may the more ſafely go ſharer 
with the mugler! in his booty. 


His 
u Page 243 verſet. | a Page 235. 
* — 234. — 4. 236. 
x —— ibid, — 7, 8 Bottom of page 196. 
y & 27 & and laſt ve. I 
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His next poem, is called c“ JOHNNY's trip 
to DURHAM,” which ſhews him quite in- 
ſane ; for he will have d Durham to be as 
large as Rome. e The curious abbey---(he 


fays,) ſcarce one month can tell, but perhaps 
two may if they could ſpeak ; 


fee Upon the road I have not ſeen one man, 
Nor face I ever knew but ſifer Nan: 


who like Clelia ſolus in the Play, he perhaps 


means to be of the maſculine gender; though 


be ſeems to equivocate about that, by ſaying 


g* ſhe i5—and ſhe is not a queen at moſt, ” but af- 


ter he has made her out to be a woman, and 


a queen, he adds, 


hec Our ſiſter Nan (to ſpeak the truth)! is mad 5 
by which he makes her appear to be a mad 


queen, and pray what can ſuch 1 make | 


our poet to be lers, than---a mad poet? 


His next piece is i te A definition of MO- 


DERN VIRTUE,” very juſtly depicting his 


own. — Then follows his poem called x The 
CENSOR,“ which I ſhall very humbly refer 


to the mercy of the Reviewers, who I hope 


will ; 


c Page 237. | g Page 237. line 12. 
d —— line 4. | Þh — 15. 
— | i" "og 
4 — 9. kk — ibid. 
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will properly inform him, whether they are 
Fe babbling, m** frantic, 24 laine conn all“ 
or not. 5 | 


His next piece, is a dialogue between 
o*« HENRY and MARGERY,” which ſeems 
to be an exact imitation of ſeveral dialogues, 
which have frequently been overheard to have 

paſſed between him, and his Margery, 


is next, is P- The WISE MAN's WISH,” 

which would have been much better for kim: 
if he had lived in imitation of; that the z/! 
Hect of q“ long and fevere Winters,” (which 
is his next ſubje ct,) might never affect him; 
but that the r“ Profpect of Plenty,” (which 
he next defcribes,) might always have made 
a favourable appearance in his eyes. 


His next piece, is ſtiled s The KNAVE,” 
which muſt be allowed by every reader, to be 
one of the moſt contemptible, baſe, illiberal, 

ſcurrilous, malicious, and paltry pieces of lite- 
rature, that ever appeared in public print --- . 
Tf t“ Wilſon,” of Tunſtell,” had done any 
thing unjuſt to our author, the law was open, 
and he might have had redreſs without this in- 
famous abuſe ; but as whore generally calls 
whore firſt, ſo it appears with © our Poet; for, 


from 
1 page 238, line 16. | 4 Page 242. 
m — 14. 1 
n laſt line. ] s 1 
© — 239. rt th he perſon abuſed in 
B 4, | this PORN. 
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from what I can. learn of the affair; (which 
has given him this vaſt umbrage,) Wilſon is 
the perſon impoſed upon, and our author's ſel 

£ the knave ;” for Wilſon has hitherto main- 
rained an unblemiſhed character; and but from 
humanity, might have made him appeared in 
the very colours he has painted Wilſon in; but 
this poem (if ſuch it may be called.) is cer- 
tainly a moſt ſcandalous libel, and ſurely ac- 
countable to the law ; for can the language of 
u knave perjur'd,” © cheating, lying knave,” 

« villain,” * thief,” of © thieves the chief,” 
6 ſpendthrift, drunken, lazy,” eager to ſuck 
human blood,” © wicked ſcoundrel,“ &c. ever 
to be thought to be the language of a book fit 
to adorn a library No. —If the queſtion 
ſhould be aſked 


Will Pierfon's poems in libraries appear ? 
The anſwer would be, 


Nook the L——houſe and ol find 
them there. 


And indeed, this I believe will be found to be 
the moſt proper aſylum for them; for the 
reading of one of them will at any time be as 
good as a dofe of phytic , and one of the leaves 
will at the ſame time be found as uſeful.---I 


ſhall now pafs on to his laſt and finithing piece, 
| which 


u See the inne of the poem called „The 
Knave.“ 


( 20 


which he calls wie The POSTCRIPT,” and 
which indeed crowns up all; for, he firſt begins 


40 T hanks to the gentry that thro Cleveland 
n 


4 Who frankly thus ſuſerite, who freely give,” 


but I ſuppoſe he means, who frankly” have 
ſubſcribed to his book ; for as I firſt remarked, 
_ theſe who have ſubſcribed, he has flattered ir in 
the moſt glaring terms; ſuch, as 


lord; 
xcc For candour honour'd, and for prudence 


but thoſe, who have not ſubſcribed ; he has 
moſt ſeverely abuſed, with language 3 ſuch, gs - 


ve. Deſtitute of grace!“ 
2c Dolts, all, all bereft of ſenſe,” 


but his book is a ſufficient teſtimony againſt 
him to the contrary ; and as I before obſerved, 
if the ſubſcribers in general (about Stockton,) 
had known the author, as well as many non- 
ſubſcribers (about Stokeſley ;) they would pro- 
bably, all in general, (by his account,) have 
been cc bereft of ſenſe ;”---He adds 


ae. Too fond of novelty ſome rich men praiſe 
40 T he air-balloon, on that 1 invention gaze, 


18 Till 
w Page 245. 2 Page 246, line 15. 
x — — line 4. a —— 245, and the two 


y — 246, — 12 (bottom lines, &. 
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Cur 0 
& Till lately ctoſt, two artiſts headlong fell,” 


Two, —Why not twenty ? ſince more than that 
number have miſcarried in the management of 
them; and more than ttb, have fallen “ ſhat- 


tered by the blow ;” but this miſtake, I readily 
excuſe; as it has been cauſed, by the defect of 


his ſhattered brains. He then goes on, 
be Shall pride, alas! with folly ruin cauſe ?” 


Yes,—his pride and folly will certainly cauſe 
his ruin; fince, he has ſhunned all reaſon, re- 
nounced all wiſe human laws, choſe infernal 
for divine, and combined blind frenzy with ca- 
price; all, in his guilty poems.---He then adds 

“e Alas! alas! my natal town is poor, | door, 
*« Want fills the ſtreet, need creeps from door to 
But four kind gentlemen in this whole place,” 


From which it appears, that (like Sodom and 


Gomorrah, ) if there had been found ten righ- 


teous (or prudent) people there, he would 
not have deſtroyed the reputation of it ; but 


alas ! as there are only four, he has doomed 


all the reſt to utter deſtruction ; but how great 
the contraſt, between the decree paſſed by al- 
mighty power on Sodom and Gomorrah,--and 
the low ambitious malignity, of this baſe and 
pitiful condemner of his nonſubſcribers._— 
The firſt, ſhining with unbounded charity, 
| 0 1 


b Page 246, line 5. e Page 246, line 9. 
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mercy and forgiveneſs, if ten righteous 7 peo 
ple could have been found there .— an d the 
laſt, biazing with indignant malice, hatred 
and revenge; leſſening even the number of 
thef c prudent people, (35 he calls them,) who 
might have been found to have been ſubſcri- 
bers in Sto! kelley, it he had not affixed other 
places of refidence to their names, d in order 
that he might have a more plauſibſe plca to 
abuſe the town with a better grace but this 
is not the firſt inſtan ce of * ingratitude, for 
When he publiſhed his © Roſebe - Toppin, nie abu- 
ted Stokeſley (nearly) 1 in the ſame manner ; al- 
though the principal part of the Subscribers to 
that work, were the inhabitants of that to 
but as it is his natural diff poſition to be abuſive. . 
fo he prides himſelf much upon it, and fancies 
that it makes him appear rema! kably witty, 
and that the World looks upon bis Satires (as 
he calls them,) with the ſame admiration as 
they view thoſe of a Horace, or a Juvenal; 
but could he fee into his folly, how baſely he 
would be deceived; and to his great diſap- 
pointment, find, that inficad of making him- 
ſelf appear abundantly witty, be had made 
hiratelf appear remarkably fooiiſh.—ln ſome 
of thefe ſpecimens of his wit, he calls the 
gentlemen of Stokefley,: “ wife ridden;” but 
they are very happy to find, that the wife rid- 
den huſbands 1 in Stokeſley, decreaſe in number; 
as 


d Fnquire the reſidence of the 4th Subſcriber in page 8. 
e Page 25, line 4, in chat work. f Page 246, le 19% 
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as they are very ſenfibly convinced, it is one 
leis fince our author left the place. 


In his next, he ſ ays 


g. The reaſon I can gueſs, 
6s Why this dear place {cems poor and penny- 
«A 155 balloon of coſtly f/f made there, ¶leſs: 
% Guin, paper, bandage, 11d with /acred air,” 


Pray, how will this ſophiſter make it appear, 
that a balloon ſhall be made of filk and paper 
at the ſame time? fince it is well known that 
it muſt wholly be made, of either one, or the 
other; and where can he have imported this 
cred air from, with which he ſays it was filled; 
unleſs he had got a fupply from ſome of the 
Gods, among the other bleſſings which he was 
petitioning to be ſhowered down upon this Iflez 
for (in the whole art of chymiſiry) no ſuch 
preparation is mentioned in any author that 
I have ever yet read. —Indeed, I have ſeen 
balloons made of filk, gunmed, and filled 
with inflammable air; and others, made of 
paper, and filled with rarefied air; but I never 
till now, heard of one made of ec Silk, gum, 
paper, bandage, and filled with facred air,” but 
as he defcribes 1t, flying 


hes Above the clouds, above the radient moon” 
It 


g Page 246, line 199. h Page 247, line z. 
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It muſt have been a different balloon, and filled 
with different air to any other that ever was yet 
launched; for, though I have many tunes heard 
of one being above the clouds, yet I never till 
now, read of one being “above the radient 
moon. _Montgolfier is ſuppoſed to have al- 
cendcd as high as any perſon ever did, and yet 
I cannot find that he ever was four miles dif 
tant from the ſurface of the Earth ; wheteas 
this balloon (by our author's account, ) is about 
240 thou: and miles diſtant, and is 1 till fly- 
ing, and which he ſays k“ never mutt re- 
turn ” it ought therefor e, to conter almoſt as 
great an honour on the artiits, as theſe wiſe 

roductions of our author, which are the 
1“ Rare fruit of H Wife head, the offspring 

ot bis 55 brain” will do upon him. 


He next adds 
Rs fartd, 
m 6 Thus Ocway n liv'd, and thus Cervantes 
6 Dire want, contempt, indecent uſage, ſhar'd: 
« In this vile age new modes of vice fucceed, 
46 The great ſupport, reward each inipious dee E , 


Then, am I conſident; if the people of Stokeſ- 
ley ſbould recompence this moſt “ impious 
deed” of our author, with the reward which 
Otway and Cervantes undetfervedly ſhared, 
| | (ſhould 


* 


1 Page 247, line 4. m Page 247, line 9. 
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9 
(ſhould he become an inhabitant of the poor- 
houſe there, and which is moſt likely to be his 
lot, if he ſnould become unable to do his office, 
or the love of fame make him neglect his bu- 
ſineſs, ſo as to loſe his place,) he would die 


unpitied; ſince he has hitherto, all their 
o&* good deeds with ill requited,” 


Now as I know our poet to be p* pert, 

ſnappiſh, loquacious, revengeful, malicious, 
and diſdainful of the friendly hint of adviſing 
him never to appear in public print again; I 
ſhall, (as he very likely will be fond of blunder- 
ing on,) conclude with the following parody. — 


Rail on, reproachful man, indulge the fit, 

And ſpew forth malice, nauſeous as thy wit; 
Thy worth, like gold on pills, appears ſo thin; 

It ſcarce conceals thy changeling ſoul within. 

If villain, thief, and ſcoundrel, ſuch coarſe names, 
Are call'd the raptures of poetic flames; 

The oyſter-wenches, ſhall Parnaſſus grace, 
And Helicon, to Billingſgate give place. 

Or, if for fatire, curſes are allow'd, 

And Sternhold's metre, charms thy attentive 

crowd; 

Then, as a poet, thou art wiſely v: vain, 
And art the chief of all the Grubftreet train; 
For, of all poems vile, however nam d, 

Thine ſurely are, the d-mn'deft of the . n d. 


o Page 246, line 14. v Page 246, line 18. 
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